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1. Purpose Statement 
Assist persons with disabilities with services that help them to live as independently 
as possible.  
 
2. Demographics 
The following demographics on persons with disabilities were retrieved from the 
2006 American Community Survey for Maricopa County. 
 

Subject Total Margin of Error Male
Margin of 

Error Female 
Margin of 

Error 

Population 5 years and over 3,431,163 +/-991 1,723,471 +/-1,311 1,707,692 +/-978
Without any disability 87.5% +/-0.3 88.3% +/-0.4 86.8% +/-0.4
With one type of disability 5.8% +/-0.2 5.9% +/-0.3 5.7% +/-0.3
With two or more types of 
disabilities 6.7% +/-0.2 5.8% +/-0.3 7.5% +/-0.3

 
Population 5 to 15 years 611,139 +/-2,975 312,778 +/-2,225 298,361 +/-2,411

With any disability 5.2% +/-0.5 7.0% +/-0.8 3.4% +/-0.5
With a sensory disability 1.2% +/-0.2 1.7% +/-0.4 0.8% +/-0.3
With a physical disability 1.1% +/-0.3 1.3% +/-0.3 1.0% +/-0.3
With a mental disability 4.2% +/-0.4 5.8% +/-0.7 2.6% +/-0.4
With a self-care disability 0.9% +/-0.2 0.9% +/-0.3 0.8% +/-0.3

 
Population 16 to 64 years 2,409,736 +/-3,180 1,230,703 +/-2,406 1,179,033 +/-2,296

With any disability 10.2% +/-0.4 9.6% +/-0.5 10.7% +/-0.5
With a sensory disability 2.3% +/-0.2 2.4% +/-0.3 2.2% +/-0.2
With a physical disability 6.0% +/-0.3 5.3% +/-0.4 6.8% +/-0.4
With a mental disability 3.8% +/-0.2 3.7% +/-0.3 3.9% +/-0.3
With a self-care disability 1.7% +/-0.1 1.5% +/-0.2 1.9% +/-0.2
With a go-outside-home 
disability 2.7% +/-0.2 2.3% +/-0.2 3.1% +/-0.2

With an employment disability 5.8% +/-0.2 5.4% +/-0.3 6.1% +/-0.4
 

Population 65 years and 
over 410,288 +/-607 179,990 +/-566 230,298 +/-718

With any disability 37.0% +/-1.0 34.8% +/-1.5 38.7% +/-1.6
With a sensory disability 15.4% +/-0.9 16.4% +/-1.2 14.7% +/-1.2
With a physical disability 28.1% +/-0.9 24.3% +/-1.5 31.1% +/-1.6
With a mental disability 10.4% +/-0.8 9.1% +/-1.0 11.4% +/-1.1
With a self-care disability 8.3% +/-0.8 6.1% +/-1.1 10.0% +/-1.1
With a go-outside-home 
disability 15.3% +/-0.8 10.5% +/-1.0 19.1% +/-1.4

 
EMPLOYMENT STATUS 
Population 16 to 64 years 2,409,736 +/-3,180 1,230,703 +/-2,406 1,179,033 +/-2,296

With any disability 244,595 +/-9,094 117,950 +/-5,902 126,645 +/-5,409
Employed 39.3% +/-1.4 44.7% +/-2.4 34.2% +/-2.0

With a sensory disability 56,025 +/-4,554 30,007 +/-3,254 26,018 +/-2,883
Employed 49.0% +/-3.8 57.4% +/-4.8 39.2% +/-5.2

With a physical disability 145,752 +/-6,951 65,188 +/-4,583 80,564 +/-4,370
Employed 32.5% +/-1.8 35.7% +/-3.2 29.9% +/-2.6

With a mental disability 91,772 +/-5,342 45,702 +/-4,219 46,070 +/-3,039
Employed 29.8% +/-2.2 34.3% +/-3.5 25.3% +/-2.7
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Subject Total Margin of Error Male
Margin of 

Error Female 
Margin of 

Error 

With a self-care disability 40,964 +/-3,379 18,296 +/-2,377 22,668 +/-2,440
Employed 16.5% +/-3.2 19.5% +/-5.2 14.1% +/-4.1

With a go-outside-home 
disability 63,967 +/-4,082 28,004 +/-2,607 35,963 +/-2,761

Employed 17.6% +/-2.3 20.6% +/-4.1 15.1% +/-2.5
With an employment disability 138,720 +/-5,980 66,407 +/-3,928 72,313 +/-4,271
Employed 19.1% +/-1.5 23.3% +/-3.0 15.3% +/-2.0

No disability 2,165,141 +/-9,665 1,112,753 +/-6,347 1,052,388 +/-5,805
Employed 76.3% +/-0.5 83.8% +/-0.6 68.3% +/-0.9

 
POVERTY STATUS 
Population 5 years and over 
for whom a poverty status is 
determined 

3,412,006 +/-5,120 1,712,717 +/-2,990 1,699,289 +/-2,949

With any disability 427,069 +/-11,221 201,520 +/-7,407 225,549 +/-6,714
Below poverty level 17.6% +/-1.2 16.6% +/-1.4 18.5% +/-1.5

With a sensory disability 126,664 +/-5,742 64,564 +/-4,109 62,100 +/-3,695
Below poverty level 15.0% +/-1.9 13.5% +/-2.7 16.7% +/-3.0

With a physical disability 267,794 +/-8,603 112,760 +/-5,433 155,034 +/-6,104
Below poverty level 17.8% +/-1.6 16.9% +/-2.1 18.5% +/-1.9

With a mental disability 158,915 +/-7,598 79,293 +/-5,582 79,622 +/-4,155
Below poverty level 22.0% +/-2.1 21.0% +/-2.4 23.1% +/-2.9

With a self-care disability 80,060 +/-5,322 31,854 +/-3,132 48,206 +/-3,871
Below poverty level 20.2% +/-2.6 20.7% +/-4.5 19.8% +/-3.6

No disability 2,984,937 +/-12,320 1,511,197 +/-7,905 1,473,740 +/-7,172
Below poverty level 11.0% +/-0.5 10.0% +/-0.6 12.1% +/-0.6

 
Population 16 years and 
over for whom a poverty 
status is determined 

2,811,363 +/-5,865 1,406,247 +/-3,736 1,405,116 +/-3,314

With a go-outside-home 
disability 126,782 +/-5,844 46,903 +/-3,379 79,879 +/-4,361

Below poverty level 18.4% +/-2.1 18.2% +/-3.2 18.4% +/-2.5
 

Population 16 to 64 years for 
whom a poverty status is 
determined 

2,401,075 +/-5,907 1,226,257 +/-3,690 1,174,818 +/-3,310

With an employment disability 138,661 +/-5,989 66,348 +/-3,918 72,313 +/-4,271
Below poverty level 25.9% +/-2.3 22.9% +/-3.0 28.7% +/-2.7

 
PERCENT IMPUTED 
With any disability 4.0% (X) (X) (X)
With a sensory disability 2.3% (X) (X) (X)
With a physical disability 2.8% (X) (X) (X)
With a mental disability 2.0% (X) (X) (X)
With a self-care disability 2.1% (X) (X) (X)
With a go-outside-home 
disability 2.2% (X) (X) (X)

With an employment disability 2.2% (X) (X) (X)
EARNINGS IN PAST 12 MONTHS (IN 2006 INFLATION ADJUSTED DOLLARS) 
Population Age 16 and over 
with earnings 

1,994,59
1 +/-11,829 132,316 +/-5,665 1,862,275 +/-13,728

$1 to $9,999 or loss 17.0% +/-0.4 30.1% +/-2.3 16.0% +/-0.4
$10,000 to $14,999 8.2% +/-0.4 10.5% +/-1.6 8.0% +/-0.4
$15,000 to $24,999 16.8% +/-0.5 17.3% +/-2.0 16.7% +/-0.5
$25,000 to $34,999 15.8% +/-0.5 14.7% +/-1.7 15.9% +/-0.5
$35,000 to $49,999 16.6% +/-0.5 13.2% +/-1.4 16.8% +/-0.5
$50,000 to $74,999 13.6% +/-0.4 8.7% +/-1.1 14.0% +/-0.4
$75,000 or more 12.1% +/-0.4 5.6% +/-0.9 12.5% +/-0.4

 
Median Earnings 30,193 +/-250 20,586 +/-1,192 30,676 +/-246



Assistance Levels 
In FY 2008, 795 clients were served in the region. 

 
Race and Family Status 
It does not appear that the American Community Survey reports data about race and 
household status for people with disabilities. 

 
 

3. Gaps and Impact  
a. Wait list data: There are approximately 300 clients waiting for services at 

this time in Maricopa County. 
 
b. Number of people estimated to be eligible for services: The estimated 

need is more than six times the current level. About 63 percent of all 
traumatic brain injuries (TBI) occur in teenagers and adults aged 15-64 
years, the primary working population.  An estimated 5.3 million 
Americans are living with disabilities that resulted from TBIs, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. According to the Army 
Institute of Surgical Research, 22 percent of the wounded soldiers from 
Iraq and Afganistan conflicts who have passed through the military's 
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in Germany had injuries to the head, 
face, or neck. This percentage can serve as a rough estimate of the fraction 
who have TBI. The Department of Veterans Affairs is now planning for 
the large influx of veterans with TBIs from the current conflicts who will 
need continuing care during the coming years.  

 
c. Global impact of services: There are substantial differences in 

government health services and independent living services for people 
with selected disabilities.  For example Deaf-Blind, Blind, and Deaf 
persons do not get selected services that are available to other persons with 
disabilities under Title XIX and Medicare. The supported employment 
concept assumes that all persons, regardless of the degree of their 
disability, have the capacity and should be afforded the opportunity to 
engage in competitive employment with appropriate support services.  The 
scope of supported employment services vary based on the amount, 
intensity, and kind of support needed by each individual. Supported 
employment offers more than just the assistance needed to obtain 
employment. It provides the necessary on-going support to help an 
individual maintain employment.  According to a recent review, the most 
promising development in the vocational rehabilitation field during the 
past decade has been the supported employment (SE) movement.   SE 
emphasizes competitive jobs in integrated work settings with follow-along 
supports.   


